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The Great Park,Windsor, Berkshire. SL4 2HP

Telephone: 01784 434274
Headteacher: Mrs. B. Coombridge
9th September 2016
YEAR 2 NEWSLETTER – AUTUMN TERM

Miss Parsons would like to welcome you and the children to Cygnet Class Year 2.  Term is already well underway and the children all appear to be settling down well.  Below you will find some details of what the children will be studying this term and I hope that you find this useful.  Our teaching assistant this year will be Mrs Terry.  We also welcome to the school Miss Allen who will be our student teacher this year. 

MATHEMATICS

The curriculum is divided up under the following headings and children will cover these topics over Term 1 and Term 2.

· Number and place value

· Addition and subtraction

· Multiplication and division

· Fractions

· Measurement

· Geometry – Properties of shapes, position and direction

· Statistics

YEAR 2 ENGLISH TOPIC – Pirates Ahoy

Sam lives aboard a notorious pirate ship, The Black Shadow. She’s organizing a Pirate Open Day to recruit new crewmates and asks the Big Writing Agency to help her write descriptions of how pirates should dress.  She also needs help with writing a pirate-guide for the new recruits and creating a collection of poems to keep them entertained during the voyage ahead.

HISTORY – Anglo-Saxons
The children will discover the fascinating world of the Anglo-Saxons.  They will learn about how and when the Anglo-Saxons invaded and settled in Britain, how they lived when they got there, how they were converted to Christianity and much more.  All this is explored in the context of the archaeological discovery of the burial ship discovered at Sutton Hoo.

SCIENCE – Materials
The children will explore the properties of materials, such as wood, plastic, metal, glass and fabric, through a variety of fun activities. They will begin to think about the purpose of familiar objects and why they are made out of particular materials.
MUSIC 

The children will learn some pirate songs and sea shanties.  They will compose and perform their own musical scores using percussion instruments.

ART & DESIGN TECHNOLOGY

We have taken a cross-curricular approach to art and design and where possible we aim to make links with our topic work.  Children will make Saxon shields in history.  They will also explore different materials and fabrics linked to our science work.  They will also do a number of paper crafts and create their own pirate inspired collage work.

COMPUTING

The children will be learning about algorithms and how they are implemented as programs on digital devices.   They will create and debug simple programs and use logical reasoning to predict the behaviour of simple programs.
HOMEWORK

All homework will be set on a Monday morning and is due in the following Monday.  Details of homework will be placed in the front of the child’s homework folder.  We will record scores in this folder so that you can see how your child performed on the weekly tests.

SPELLING HOMEWORK 

The spelling homework links in with the spelling rules and patterns that are taught in Year 2.  The children will have words to learn throughout the week and these will be printed and placed in their homework folder.  They will be tested on these words the following Monday.  We recommend children use the Look, Say Cover, Write, Check method for learning spellings.  This method uses a multi-sensory approach and it can support pupils in their independent learning of spellings.  Children should use this method at least three times before the spelling test the following week and should complete this in their spelling homework book.

READING HOMEWORK

Children should read daily for 10-15 minutes and this should be recorded in their reading record.  Talking about what they have read is a very important part of these sessions as doing so will further develop comprehension skills. Please record in your child’s book the details of what they are reading and when a book has been completed.  If your child needs to change their book they should do so in the allocated daily session.

ABACUS MATHEMATICS
As a school we have opted for online activities (suggested by the Abacus scheme to aid mastery for each year group) one week and the following week pupils will be given a worksheet and an optional extension task.   The extension task will be a problem solving task that aims to stretch our most able pupils.    The problems are intended to challenge pupils and extend their thinking. While some of them may be solved fairly quickly, others will need perseverance.  Pupils may need to draw on a range of skills to solve the problems. These include: working systematically, sorting and classifying information, reasoning, predicting and testing hypotheses, and evaluating the solutions.
I look forward to working in partnership with you for a successful year.

MISS J. PARSONS
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     e-mail:  theroyalschool@rbwm.org.uk


     website:   www.theroyalschool.org.uk   
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