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Autumn 2016

Hello Robin’s Parents/ Carers,

Term is already well underway and the children all appear to have really settled in! This letter informs you on the new curriculum being covered in the autumn term and some daily routines and homework changes.

Maths

During this term we will be following Abacus schemes of work which will correspond directly to the strands of the statutory guidance provided  for maths.

The strands that are the focus for this term are as follows:

· Number- number and place value
· Number- addition and subtraction
· Number- multiplication and division 

· Number- fractions

· Measurements

· Geometry- property of shapes

· Geometry- position and direction 

English

We will be following Ruth Miskin’s programme Read Write Inc which focuses on sentence building and writing, along with structured phonics that supports both writing and reading. 

We are also following the Oxford Owl Big Write Programme which has a number of missions that inspire and develop writing. This term our unit focuses on Night-time Animals and links in with our topic which has a flight theme. 

Science

This term the science topic being studied will be healthy humans. The children will learn that to stay alive, to grow & to be healthy they need food, water, exercise & rest. They will investigate balanced diets and different food groups and find out which is their favourite form of exercise. 

Next term the children will be studying the human body and the 5 senses. They will have lots of hands-on experience to investigate the five senses of touch, sight, hearing, taste & smell. Pupils will discuss how animals can use their senses to help us or to show their feelings, and how some people deal with losing one of their senses. Through this unit children learn about their senses and how they can use them to explore the world around them. They also learn that humans and other animals move and grow and how to eat healthily to ensure this development. 

Topic

We will be covering two topics during the autumn term, Brilliant bodies and Flying High.

Brilliant Bodies- pupils will find out about the five senses and which parts of the body each one of these senses is associated with. They will use these senses to explore their school grounds and create a sensory area for themselves and other pupils to enjoy.

Flying high- pupils will learn about the invention of powered flight and how it has changed people’s lives.
Art

We will be focusing on Famous Portraits this term. The children will learn about and experience the work of a variety of prominent artists in this field, Leonardo de Vinci, Vincent Van Gogh, Henri Matisse, Paul Gauguin, Andy Warhol, Paul Klee, Pablo Picasso, Frida Kahlo and Giuseppe Arcimboldo. The children will experiment with a range of techniques and medias which will refine and encourage the artist in them.
Computing

In the autumn term Robins will use a program that follows precise and unambiguous instructions. Pupils will create and debug simple programs (algorithms) and they will use logical reasoning to predict the behaviour of simple programs (algorithms).  
Re

The Robins this year will be studying Christianity and Judaism. The children will be encouraged to find out, learn from and respect these two religions. During each term, we will cover both religions. 
PE

Children will have indoor PE on a Tuesday and outdoor PE on a Friday. Please help them to remember to bring in their kit on the appropriate day as it is important that they have the correct attire for these lessons.
Homework

Homework will be reading, spellings and maths. The maths homework is an online Abacus activity that will be loaded weekly. Log in details will be given to you to access this resource. Children will receive words plus their surname to learn each week. The first set of words will focus on a particular spelling string that is appropriate to your child, the second set of words will be common words that are useful in their everyday writing and are frequently misspelt. The children should practise these spellings a number of times during the week using the method, ‘look, say, cover, write and check.’
A word may appear in spelling lists more than once as it may follow two spelling strings or may be included in the common word category. For example ‘think’ found in spelling string –th and –nk. This is to be practised again and learnt for the associated spelling test and is not a mistake. 

The spelling lists will go home weekly on a Monday and the tests will take place on the following Monday unless advised otherwise.  Spellings will be marked with a handwriting focus; this means that if a letter appears to read as another letter and not as the one it is supposed to be then it will be marked incorrect. Therefore it’s important to practise the spelling of the word and its appearance on the page as the main learning intention for a spelling test is that it aids and supports the bank of words your child is developing to use in their writing. It must be recorded correctly in the test to be marked correctly in the same way as a piece of writing, so handwriting is important and has a bearing on how a word will be marked.  
A half terms worth of spelling homework will be sent home in a folder. This will be useful for you to see the work being covered over the coming weeks and in turn helps you to support your child where necessary. 

Reading homework

As part of the homework children should read daily for 10-15 minutes.  Children should be reading every night either to or with a parent. Please record in your child’s book the details of their reading and when a book has been completed.  This is a communications book purely for the comments of teachers and parents, anyone else helping will simply sign and date to say that reading has been done and nothing further.

If your child needs to change their book they should show their record to the teacher who will arrange a time for the book to be changed.  There will be a box in the classroom for the children to place their reading records in each morning. 

Daily Routines 

Now that your children are in Robins we want them to feel more independent and grown up. The children will have ownership over putting their belongings on their pegs and setting to the morning activities. Please could you make sure that they have a named water bottle, which they bring to school at the start of the week. At the end of the day the children will be lead out to the playground with the rest of the school. 

If you have any concerns please feel free to see me at the end of the day or send in a note in the morning. I hope that you find this information useful and that you are able to use it to support your child at home

Kind regards
Miss Canning

(Crown Aided)
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     e-mail:  theroyalschool@rbwm.org.uk


     website:   www.theroyalschool.org.uk   
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